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Monroe County a big piece of state redistricting shuffle

By Jon Campbell, Joseph Spector And Brian Tumulty 

8:44 PM, Mar. 1, 2012  

The congressional maps released late Wednesday would upend the state’s political landscape, giving Monroe County more of its own seat and providing more compact districts in the Hudson Valley and Southern Tier.

The separate proposals outlined by the majority parties in the Senate and Assembly have differences, but offer insight into how the state’s 27 congressional districts would be reshaped as the controversial issue heads to federal court.

For example, Rep. Louise Slaughter’s district would no longer be the so-called “earmuff district” that now stretches between Rochester and Buffalo along the Lake Ontario shoreline.

The new district would be entirely within Monroe County under the Senate Republicans’ proposal. The Assembly Democrats’ proposal includes a large swath of Ontario County to go with most of Monroe County.

Slaughter, D-Fairport, said Thursday that she hadn’t reviewed the maps and had no immediate comment. The changes could set up a November battle with Monroe County Executive Maggie Brooks, a Republican, who has said she would prefer to see a Monroe County specific district were she to challenge Slaughter.

The Assembly plan would make it more difficult for Republican Reps. Nan Hayworth of Bedford, Westchester County, and Ann Marie Buerkle of Onondaga to win re-election, giving them new areas that lean Democratic and taking away communities that lean Republican.

Buerkle cautioned that nothing has been finalized.  “This is a first step,” she said, noting that both the Assembly and state Senate plans are being reviewed by a federal magistrate.

The state is losing two of its 29 congressional districts next year because New York’s population grew slower than other parts of the nation over the last decade. Fast-growing states such as Texas will get additional House seats in the next Congress.

The Assembly and state Senate, unable to agree on new boundaries, were ordered by a federal court in Brooklyn to submit their proposed maps by midnight Wednesday.  Both competing maps would carve up the congressional district represented by Rep. Maurice Hinchey of Ulster County, which covers part of the mid-Hudson Valley and stretches west to Binghamton and Ithaca.

But the plans differ on carving up a second district.  The Democratic-controlled Assembly would have veteran Democratic Rep. Joe Crowley and freshman Republican Rep. Bob Turner face off in the same Queens district in November.

The Republican-controlled Senate would put two Nassau County Democrats, Reps. Gary Ackerman of Roslyn Heights and Carolyn McCarthy of Mineola, in the same redrawn district, meaning Democrats would have to sacrifice both seats lost to redistricting.

The court has appointed a magistrate as special master to draw final boundary lines by March 12. That’s only days prior to the March 20 date when candidates begin gathering voter petitions to qualify for the June 26 congressional primary. New York’s presidential primary is April 24 and the primary for state and local offices is in September.

The Assembly plan is notable because it targets Republicans Hayworth and Buerkle, while giving areas that are more Republican to GOP freshmen Tom Reed of Corning and Chris Gibson of Kinderhook in Columbia County.

Hayworth and Buerkle would pick up the Democratic-leaning areas carved from the district represented by Hinchey.  Buerkle would pick up Tompkins County, including the liberal bastion of Ithaca, under both plans.

The state Senate plan would allow Buerkle to keep Wayne County, an important Republican stronghold, while the Assembly plan would remove Wayne County from the district.  Former Democratic Rep. Dan Maffei, who lost to Buerkle in 2010, would benefit more from the Assembly map in his attempt at a political comeback this November.
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